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in Berlin laid the foundations of a friendship that
was to grow closer as the years went by. In the
evening after our arrival in Berlin he took us to
the Kroll Opera, where I saw Francesco d'Andrade,
then at the beginning of Ins career, act Don Juan
as brilliantly as he did a quarter of a century
later/'

Berlin was, on the threshold of the go's, in the
second year of the reign of Wilhclm II., a city that
was expanding enormously, materially and cul-
turally. The regular development during the
twenty years since the city had become the
capital of the German Empire proceeded with
increased speed under the encouraging influence
of the personality of a young ruler, rich in initiative
and keen to experiment, while the stamp of solid
power was still maintained, for old Bismarck still
had his hand on the rudder of State,

The young man from Finland was not over-
powered by his first impressions of the capital of
Wilhelm IL

" Berlin looked/' Sibelius says, " in spite of its
size and its external development of power, in
many respects as I had imagined the town in the
old Prussian period* Nor did the Germans, whom
I came across, appear in all respects as models,
from whom I had to learn. I gained the impression
that in many respects the educated classes in
Finland were considerably more advanced/'

The German capital may, possibly, not have
revealed its most interesting features at first sight*
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